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Head Teacher Update 

After last week and the impact of that torrential rain, we have been glad to be able 
to get the children out at playtimes this week.  Unfortunately, there are so many 
bugs going around that we have had a number of staff absences which has added to 
the challenge.  I even had the pleasure of serving the hot school meals this week 
which was certainly enjoyable!  I have been really pleased with how the children 
have adapted to this new system and how well they are eating.  The quality of the 
food has certainly improved. 

We have been planning a number of events for this year and I have been listening to 
feedback from parents.  I appreciate that historically, trips were a big part of school 
life, but things are changing rapidly in this area as they should now be referred to as 
educational visits.  I want to make sure that if our children leave the premises then 
it is for a very specific purpose and the planning and preparation for these events 
meets all of the current legislation and guidance.  We have updated the Educational 
Visits Policy in line with the TRUST with a number of changes to the existing policy. 

With all this said, I do feel that there are huge benefits of educational visits, and we 
have a number planned to happen this year for all of our Key Stage 2 children.  I also 
want to balance this with visitors and special events happing in school that the 
children will remember in their long-term memory for all children from Reception to 
Year 4.  I think we can ensure that children really have long lasting memories and 
will look forward to visits as they move through the school. 

Thank you to everyone following the one-way system.  There is always a small 
number who don’t so I will try to encourage those to follow the systems.  Often it is 
grandparents who have not had the newsletter to read so I would be grateful if you 
could let them know too please. 

We have a POPS meeting today and will be planning the events for this year.  I 
would like to remind and encourage you if you would like to help be part of the 
school, then everyone is welcome as part of POPS.  If you would like to know more 
then please visit the POPS Facebook page or the school website for more details. 

Following on nicely from that, we have been trying to update the website and the 
content on there, particularly in relation to the class pages information.  If there is 
anything that you feel should be on the website that would be useful to you that 
isn’t on there then please let me know. Hopefully this will improve the 
communication systems for the school. 

Next week we have an INSET Training Day on Friday 6th October.  We have tried to 
have the same training days as the Middle School this year, but for this one we had 
to book specific training for our phonics teaching which we could only get on this 
date and it is for all the staff in the school.  The remainder of the days will be the 
same as the Middle School. 

I hope that you have a great weekend. 

John Bagwell   

Headteacher 
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Diary Dates   

Christmas Parties  

Tues 13th Dec      KS2                            

Wed 14th Dec     Reception          

Thurs 15th Dec     KS1 

 

      

 Mon 12th Dec      Chartwells             

                            Christmas            

                            Lunch 

 

 Mon 12th Dec     Christmas                   

                           Community  

                           Cheer 3.30pm 

                               outside   

                                                        

Payment Deadlines 
 

   Fri 9th Dec      Reception           

                  Enrichment         

         Activity Payment 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

School Attendance 

Whole School - 96.0 % 

YR - 93.1% 

Y1 - 95.4% 

Y2 - 96.1% 

Y3 - 96.1% 

Y4 - 97.0% 

The school day begins at 

8.45am.  

Gates open at 8.30am 

Diary Dates  

Link to Key Dates 

Thurs 5th Oct        Whole School 

                     Learning Evening 

                     7pm 

Fri 6th Oct          INSET Day 

Thurs 12th Oct     Reception Learning 

                     Evening 7pm 

Fri 8th Nov          Flu Vaccinations 

Deadlines    

Mon 15th Jan       Applications for 

                     Middle School  / 

                     Starting School  

                     September 2024 

 

Breakfast & After School Club       

bookings must be made on        

ParentMail 7 days before the                   

date you wish to book.  

Please  ensure bookings are made  in 

advance to avoid disappointment. 

https://www.parley.dorset.sch.uk/important-dates/
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Flu Vaccinations 

Flu vaccinations will take place in school on Friday 8th November.  Further details and the NHS form to be completed, have been 
sent out today. Please ensure you complete this before the deadline to ensure your child receives the vaccination in school. 

Google Classroom 

Thank you for your support with Google Classroom.  We have changed the setup of Google Classroom this year, the unique code 
and login details adds an additional security element, and this will also align with school computer logins.  All children have been 
sent home with their unique login and code, please could we ask that you have a go at logging on.  If you have any difficulties 
please contact:  googleclassroom@castlemanacademytrust.co.uk  

Google Classrooms in all year groups are now up and running.  Home learning and knowledge organisers will be shared on 
Google Classroom.   

School Photographs 

Individual school photographs will take place in school on Monday 2nd October.  Please ensure your child comes to school ready 
to have their photograph taken. There will be an opportunity for children to have their photograph taken with non-school siblings 
so please queue up at the main office at 8.00am for this.  We unfortunately cannot advise how long this will take.  School sibling 
photos will be taken during the school day.  If Monday is your child’s PE day, please send them in in their normal school uniform 
and their teacher will plan a different day for PE and let you know.  Thank you very much. 

Hot School Meals - Census Day 

Census Day is next Thursday 5th October. The local authority uses the total number of children in attendance and eating hot 
school meals on this particular day to calculate the funding the school will receive for the academic year for hot meals.  We have 
requested our lunch provider to swap Wednesday and Thursdays meals for next week only so Wednesday 4th October will be a 
Roast Dinner (meat and vegetarian options) and on Census Day - Thursday 5th October, the meal will be - Ham Carbonara and - 
Margherita Pizza as a firm favourite of the children.  For any children not normally ordering hot meals, we ask if they would like 
to try on this day, then to please encourage them to order one at school in the morning.  Thank you for supporting our school. 

Ferndown Community Support Events 

Beginning this Saturday 30th September the new Saturday club offers a dedicated 

community space for all, once a month, with emphasis on parents/carers and         

children.  In addition to the Stay & Play, the community café is now available offering 

a warm space, drinks, toast and snacks. 

Parents Swap Shop - Bring your outgrown toys/books/games/clothes/equipment to 

pass on to someone else and/or pick up something that you might need to.  There is 

no need to bring something to take something you need.  The aim is to support those 

on tight budgets and the wonderful benefits of reusing and recycling! 

mailto:googleclassroom@castlemanacademytrust.co.uk
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Community News 

Zumba with Dhanesha 

Don’t forget Zumba with Dhanesha on Tuesday and                 

Wednesday evenings for adults at 19.30.  First class is free 

and then £5 pay as you go.  Contact Dhanesha on 07921 

568662 if you are interested. 


